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The Restaurant Row Incentive Program is administered by the City of Allentown with the goal of encouraging the development of full service dining restaurants serving lunch and dinner in the downtown business district.  Priority will be given to fine dining facilities that contribute to the creation of restaurant “clusters” within the target area.
Eligible participants:
All full service restaurants on Walnut, Hamilton, and Linden Sts between
5th and 12th Streets serving lunch and dinner at least 5 days a week.
If a tenant, a minimum three-year lease is required.
Eligible Costs:   

The program provides grants to restaurants to defray a portion of the fit out
costs not to exceed 50% of eligible project costs with a maximum grant of
$50,000.  Fit out may include interior construction, façade and signage, and
fixtures. Project soft costs; furniture and equipment are not eligible. 

Grant Amount:

Maximum $50,000.  

Requirements:

$300.00 application fee. Business Plan and 50% match identified.
Terms of Grant:  Upon committee approval, distribution of grant will be paid upon receipt of paid invoices. All grant recipients will be required to sign a Remuneration Agreement stating that during a period of five years from date of disbursement of grant funds ownership will not change and business will not close and/or move from approved location.  In the event of any changes in ownership and/or location are anticipated, grantee must contact City of Allentown immediately.
Approval process:  All plans must be approved by Zoning, Building Standards and Safety, Health, and Fire Departments. Compliance with all City requirements including permits and inspections and licenses is required.  Any exterior work on the property must meet the Hamilton Street District Façade Guidelines or any other Façade guidelines required by the City.  The City of Allentown reserves the right to approve or reject any application or portion thereof subject to the aesthetic and functional appropriateness of the project as determined by the Director of Community and Economic Development. Other evaluation criterions include impact to target area, number of jobs to be created or retained, owner’s investment in the project, and the creation of restaurant “clusters” within target area.
Taxes:  Applicants receiving grant funding must be current on all property taxes of the City, County, and School District, City Earned Income Tax, Business Privilege Tax, Business License, Per Capita Tax, Water and Sewer bills, Garbage fees, Municipal liens, and any miscellaneous invoices.

The City of Allentown reserves the right to change or cancel this program at any time.

Information/Application:
Erlinda M. Aguiar, Real Estate Development Specialist

City of Allentown, Dept of Community & Economic Development

610-439-5976, aguiar@allentowncity.org
City of Allentown
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